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undertook to pay the force himself.   These districts, since
known as the Northern Circars in the Madras Presidency,
were for the greater part semi-independent Zemindarees
extending over a sea-coast length of nearly 500  miles
from Chicacole to Masulipatam.    They were under the
Nizam and were governed by his Deputy at Raj Mundry.
Bussy now proposed to take the Governor's place, not
as a tributary to the Nizam, but on account of the French
Government,  and in return  to  maintain  the  French
contingent.    This   arrangement   was   an   entirely   new
departure from any arrangement which as yet had been
made between a native and European Power.    Hitherto,
the English and the French had been content with small
coast-settlements to which were attached a few towns and
villages, which were made use of for trading purposes.
Now for the first time the French were made the practical
rulers of a province the tribute from which amounted
to 40 lakhs of rupees every year.    The country itself was
divided into numerous Jaghirs and Zemindarees, all of
which were quasi-independent in the hands of Hindu
Rajahs such as Vijayanagaram, Bobbilli, Jaipur, etc. These
had hitherto regarded the Nizam as their overlord and paid
him tribute.   Under the new arrangement the overlord-
ship and the tribute were transferred to the French, and
Bussy's position at the Nizam's court was almost that
of an independent ally.    But the intrigues against the
French power did not cease.    Syed Lashkar endeavoured
to persuade the Nizam that Bussy, having obtained all
he could get from him^ would now intrigue to place one
of his brothers Basalut Jung or Nizam All on the throne,
in order to obtain fresh grants as a reward.    He accord-
ingly advised the Nizam to place these two princes in con-
finement, thinking that Bussy would probably interfere
on their behalf.    This was done> but Bussy was far too